Preview: January, 2017

Promoting British Values
Take a minute or two to reflect on your daily reminders and flick
through the pages to access a wealth of useful tips, guidance and
recommendations. January material covers the promotion of
fundamental British values, and includes:
What will inspectors be looking for? Could you articulate the
benefits of a democracy to learners? ‘Having our say’, introducing
‘democracy’ into your sessions, religion faith and belief,
considerations for learner-lead activities, the rule of law, prejudice
and discrimination, individual liberty, mutual respect, cross-provider
initiatives.
This is in addition to multi-faith, equality and health and wellbeing
reminders.

Also this month...

World Braille Day

STI Awareness Day

4th

14th

28th Chinese New Year – ‘Year of the Chicken’

‘Love Your Liver’ Month, ‘Dry January’

1st

HMD 2017 asks audiences to think about what happens
after genocide and of our own responsibilities in the
wake of such a crime. This year’s theme is broad and
open ended, there are few known answers.

The aftermath of the Holocaust and of subsequent genocides
continues to raise challenging questions for individuals,
communities and nations.

‘How can life go on?’ is the theme for Holocaust
Memorial Day 2017.

Friday 27th January, 2017

Holocaust
Memorial Day

Epiphany (Christian)
Falls on the 12th day after Christmas and
signals the end of the Christmas season for
Western Christians.
Orthodox Christmas Day (Orthodox Christian)
The majority of Orthodox Christian churches
celebrate Christmas on 7th January.

6th

7th

Some regional variations possible, based
on the Western calendar, not claimed to
be an exhaustive list.

Birth of Guru Gobind Singh (Sikh)
Guru Gobind Singh was the last of the 10
human Gurus of the Sikh faith. He was born in
1666.

5th

Multifaith Dates – January, 2017

17th

24th

31st

16th

23rd

30th

3rd

10th

Bank Holiday

Tuesday

9th

2nd

Monday

Tom Robbins, Author (1936 - )

25th

18th

11th

4th

Wednesday

26th

19th

12th

5th

Thursday

“Equality is not in regarding different things similarly, equality is
in regarding different things differently”

28th

21st

14th

7th

Saturday

29th

22nd

15th

8th

1st

Sunday

- Embedding Equality 2016/17 -

27th

20th

13th

6th

Friday

- Equality Planner, 2017 -

January

Sunday, 1st January 2017

Bank Holiday - Monday, 2nd January 2017

Tuesday, 3rd January 2017

This month is... January – ‘Love Your Liver’ Month
This is a national awareness initiative by the British Liver Trust. You can Love Your Liver
by following their three simple steps to achieve good liver health:
 Keep off alcohol for 2-3 days in a row
 Take more exercise and stay fit
 Cut down on sugar and fat
More information at: http://loveyourliver.org.uk/
And, this month is... ‘Dry January’
The aim of Dry January is to start a new conversation about alcohol and raise
awareness about the effects of alcohol. The challenge is to go alcohol free for 31
days. It is a chance to lose weight, feel better, save money and make a difference.
More information at: http://www.dryjanuary.org.uk/

Wednesday, 4th January 2017

Today is... ‘World Braille Day’
Celebrated every year on 4th January around the world to commemorate the
birthday of Louis Braille. He is credited with inventing the Braille language which
helps blind people to read as well as write.

Reminders:
Later this month - Chinese New Year, ‘Year of the Chicken’ (28/1)
In one month - Dignity Action Day (1/2), start of Interfaith Harmony Week (from 1/2)
and LGBT History Month ( from 1/2), National Time to Talk Day (2/2), World Cancer
Day (4/2)

Thursday, 5th January 2017
Multifaith today: Birth of Guru Gobind Singh (Sikh)
Guru Gobind Singh was the last of the 10 human Gurus of the Sikh faith. He was born
in 1666

New year, new start!
Have you made any new year resolutions? Look back to December and the things
you recorded as wanting to achieve in 2017, now is the time to build these things
into your work!
Remember, you can flick through your diary at any time to plan ahead or get new
ideas.

Friday, 6th January 2017
Multifaith today: Epiphany (Christian)
Falls on the 12th day after Christmas and signals the end of the Christmas season for
Westerners

Promoting ‘Fundamental British Values’
An important part of The Prevent Duty is to promote fundamental British values. This
includes democracy, rule of law and mutual respect and tolerance for those with
different faiths and beliefs.
It is important you are familiar with what this means so you can promote these
principles with learners. Look back to your September pages For more information
on the context and The Prevent Duty.

Saturday, 7th January 2017
Multifaith today: Orthodox Christmas Day (Orthodox Christian)
The majority of Orthodox Christian churches celebrate Christmas on this day
because they continue to use the Julian calendar, while Western churches use the
Gregorian calendar

Sunday, 8th January 2017

Monday, 9th January 2017

Promoting Fundamental British values... What will inspectors be looking for?
Inspectors will consider...
“...how well the provider prepares learners for successful life in modern Britain and
promotes the fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of law, individual
liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different backgrounds, faiths
and beliefs”.
Outstanding provision will be able to show, “the promotion of fundamental British
values is at the heart of the provider’s work”.
Reminders:
This Saturday - STIQ Day (14/1)
This Sunday - World Religion Day (15/1)
In approximately one month - Safer Internet Day (7/2)

Tuesday, 10th January 2017

British values and ‘democracy’
The United Kingdom has a political system called a democracy. This means
government by the whole population or all the eligible members of a state through
elected representatives.
Under current legislation, a person must be 18 or over to vote. There have been calls
for a change in the law to reduce the voting age to 16.

Wednesday, 11th January 2017

Could you articulate the advantages of a democracy to your learners?
Protects the interest
of the people

Real power lies with the people exercising it by means of
representatives duly elected by the people.

Promotes equality

Democracy is generally based on the rule of equality. This means
that all members of a country are equal in the eyes of law.

Stability in
administration

When there are fixed and elected representatives a more stable
and responsible government is usually formed.

Can help make
good citizens

Democracy aids in creating an ideal environment where individuals
learn about their duties and rights.

Promotes change

Democracy can pave way for change, provide a sense of
involvement and reduce the chance of violence.

Thursday, 12th January 2017

‘Having our say’
By exercising the right to vote we can have our say on how the country is managed.
Young people can now register to vote when they are sixteen.
We also want learners to be involved in improving how we deliver our learning,
training and other services. This could be through a student council and
representatives, surveys, focus groups and meeting the principal and governors in
order to influence policy.
How will you promote these opportunities in the future?

Friday, 13th January 2017

Example – ‘Having our say’
Evan’s tutor has been emphasising the benefits of providing input and giving
feedback. He decides to get more involved with the student union and volunteers
for a group planning a multi-cultural celebration. Evan enjoys making new friends
and discovers new interests. Evan also registers to vote during one of the provider’s
campaigns to promote this.
His improved communication skills come in very useful when he starts his placement
and works well alongside people from a variety of backgrounds.
How do you encourage those around to participate and lead? What opportunities
could you promote?

Saturday, 14th January 2017

Today is... ‘STIQ Day’
Launched to get people thinking about their sexual health and encourage more
people to get regular sexual health checks. No one likes to think they have caught
a sexually transmitted infection (STI) but without a test you just cannot be sure.
More information at: http://www.stiq.co.uk/about/

Sunday, 15th January 2017

Monday, 16th January 2017

British values and democracy... How can I introduce this theme into sessions?
Look out for the following opportunities to build UK democracy, or the concept of
democracy, into your delivery:
National / local elections discussion
Any opportunity to promote learner voice
The importance of community links and activities
Activities providing learners with the opportunity to argue and defend points
of view, through structured or unstructured debate
 Any opportunity where learners ‘set their own rules’
 The impact of persuasive media coverage on us and the democratic process





Tuesday, 17th January 2017

British values and ‘religion, faith and belief’
In the United Kingdom people have the freedom to hold a variety of faiths and
beliefs. People having different faiths or beliefs to oneself (or having none) should
be accepted and tolerated, and should not be the cause of prejudicial or
discriminatory behaviour.
The term ‘tolerance’ is used because we recognise that people are different and,
while we do not always agree, we should still respect each other’s views and beliefs.

Wednesday, 18th January 2017

Considerations for learner-lead activities
We have mentioned the importance of learners having their say and taking the
lead. They may be willing to talk about their own beliefs and this can be a powerful
exercise, both for them and fellow learners. There are, however, a few things we
should be mindful of. We should ensure:
 Delivery does not single out learners with minority characteristics in a negative
way
 There is a balanced approach (i.e. the focus is not on one religion or belief)
 Learners show respect to each other at all times, including when religious
beliefs may conflict with other characteristics (sexual orientation, for example)

Thursday, 19th January 2017

Promoting British values... Example - National initiative
Working together to combat racism and religious discrimination, particularly against
people who are Muslim and Jewish was chosen (November, 2015) by the UK Youth
Parliament its national campaign.
These motions were two of five debated by the UK Youth Parliament in the House of
Commons chamber on 13th November, 2015.
This is a particularly good example as it connects democracy, religion and belief
and the rule of law.

Friday, 20th January 2017

Promoting British Values... The Rule of Law
We should also be committed to preventing and addressing discrimination and
reinforcing the fact we are all accountable to the laws of society. This means
combating the unjust or prejudicial treatment of people with different
characteristics, disabilities and sexualities for example.
As well as upholding the law we have our own policies and procedures that help us
do this. Do you know where to find them, what they say and how they impact upon
your role?

Reminders:
In one week - Holocaust Memorial Day (27/1)
In approximately one month:
World Day of Social Justice (20/2), International Mother Language Day (21/2)

Saturday, 21st January 2017

Sunday, 22nd January 2017

Monday, 23rd January 2017

‘Prejudice’ and ‘discrimination’... Do you know the difference?
Prejudice is “the process of prejudging someone or something, possibly resulting in
unreasonable or unfair behaviour or harm”.
Discrimination can be defined as “the unjust or prejudicial treatment of different
categories of people”. It is often described as “prejudice in action”.
Reminder – This Saturday: Chinese New Year, ‘Year of the Chicken’ (28/1)

Tuesday, 24th January 2017

Government guidance... Prevent and discrimination
The Prevent Duty guidance for further education institutions says:
“We expect institutions to encourage students to respect other people with
particular regard to the protected characteristics set out in the Equality Act 2010.”
In fact, providers have been required to do this for many years and The Prevent
Duty reinforces this obligation.
Can you remember the nine protected characteristics from The Act? Look them up
if you are not sure!

Wednesday, 25th January 2017

Promoting British values... Individual liberty
Individual liberty means to live with freedom of choice, free from oppressive
restrictions or control by others. This is a human right that we need to work hard at all
levels to protect.
Individual liberty is supported by a positive culture within the FE and Skills setting.

Reminders - in one week:
Dignity Action Day, start of Interfaith Harmony Week and LGBT History Month (1/2)

Thursday, 26th January 2017

Promoting British values... Mutual respect
As we encourage learners to ‘have their say’ we need to ensure they communicate
in a positive manner. The statement below is given as an Ofsted ‘Outstanding’
Grade 1 descriptor.
“Learners discuss and debate issues in a considered way, showing respect for
others’ ideas and points of view”.
Is this true of your learners?

Reminder: In one week - National Time to Talk Day (2/2)

Friday, 27th January 2017

Today is... ‘Holocaust Memorial Day’ (HMD)
‘How can life go on?’, is the theme for Holocaust Memorial Day 2017.
The aftermath of the Holocaust and of subsequent genocides continues to raise
challenging questions for individuals, communities and nations. HMD 2017 asks
audiences to think about what happens after genocide and of our own
responsibilities in the wake of such a crime. This year’s theme is broad and open
ended, there are few known answers.
For more information visit http://hmd.org.uk/

Saturday, 28th January 2017

Today is... ‘Chinese New Year’
This is the most important annual festival celebrated by Chinese and Chinese
descendants and is based on the lunar calendar. 2017 is ‘Year of the Chicken’!

Sunday, 29th January 2017

Monday, 30th January 2017

Promoting British values... Cross-provider initiatives
A coordinated approach to activities like the ones below is a powerful way to
promote values. Do you know where and when such things are taking place so your
learners can benefit? Perhaps you could work with other providers and contacts to
make these things happen.
‘Super citizen days’ can be arranged where people join together with many
multicultural and multi-faith groups to run workshop sessions.
Trips to parliament can promote to learners what true democracy actually ‘looks
like’. The rules of law, individual liberty, and the importance of making a positive
contribution are reinforced and celebrated.
Visits from authorities such as the police and fire services reinforce the importance
of the rule of law.
A ‘language of the term’ schedule promotes languages spoken by learners for
whom English is an additional language, and members of different faiths or religions
are encouraged to share their knowledge.
Adapted from ‘Promoting British values in the curriculum’
Reminder: This Saturday - World Cancer Day (4/2)

Tuesday, 31st January 2017

Promoting British values... Moving forward – resources to help you
There are many resources out there to help. For example, the website
www.preventforfeandtraining.org.uk is sector-specific, free and provides a wealth
of curriculum guidance and materials.
Pinnacle offer a one-hour e-learning course on this topic. Send an email for further
information and a free trial equality@pinnacletrainingsolutions.co.uk.
Reminder: In one week – Safer Internet Day (7/2)

My notes:

My notes:

