Preview: June, 2017

Take a minute or two to reflect on your daily reminders and flick
through the pages to access a wealth of useful tips, guidance and
recommendations. June material includes:
Socio-economic equality (or inequality)
What does this mean? The barriers learners can face, media
coverage, inspection, Risk of NEET Indicators, monitoring, good
practice identified by Osted.
Learner Voice
What does this mean? Ofsted and inspection, media coverage,
‘Learner View’, provider good practice examples and projects.
This is in addition to multi-faith, equality and health and wellbeing
reminders.

A day to raise the profile of the millions of families that
have fled their homes to escape war or human rights
abuses.

World Refugee Day – Tuesday 20th June, 2017

GRTHM celebrates culture and history by tackling the negative
stereotyping and prejudices that have led to this situation. It is a
partnership between communities and those in local and central
government who want to help.

Britain’s 300,000 Gypsies, Roma and Travellers have lived, worked and
travelled throughout Britain for over 500 years, yet they have been almost
entirely written out of British history.

June, 2017 (whole month)
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Month
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World Blood Donor Day

Also this month:

Marks the end of the month-long fast during the
Islamic month of Ramadan.

Eid-al-Fitr (Muslim)

Means 'chariot festival' and is a Hindu festival
traditionally celebrated in Orissa State.

Ratha Yatra (Hindu)

Pagans celebrate Midsummer or Litha, which
means 'standing still of the sun'.

Summer Solstice or Midsummer (Pagan)

The fifth of the ten Sikh Gurus, the first Sikh martyr.

Martyrdom of Guru Arjan Dev (Sikh)

Celebrated by Christians on the Thursday after
Trinity Sunday.

Corpus Christi (Christian)

Christians celebrate the belief in three aspects of
the one God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Trinity Sunday (Christian)

The day when the Holy Spirit is said to have
descended on Jesus's Apostles.

Pentecost (Christian)

Multifaith Dates – June, 2017
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“A hero is an ordinary individual who finds the strength to persevere
and endure in spite of overwhelming obstacles”

Thursday, 1st June 2017

Today is... First day of ‘Gypsy, Roma, Traveller History Month’ (whole month)
Britain’s 300,000 Gypsies, Roma and Travellers have lived, worked and travelled
throughout Britain for over 500 years, yet they have been almost entirely written out
of British history. GRTHM aims to change that by celebrating culture and history by
tackling the negative stereotyping and prejudices that have led to this situation. It is
a partnership between communities and those in local and central government
who want to help.
More information available at: www.grthm.co.uk

Friday, 2nd June 2017

‘Socio-economic’ equality (or inequality)... What does this mean?
The term ‘socio-economic’ relates to or is concerned with the interaction between
social and economic factors. This element of The Equality Bill was not carried
forward and implemented in The Equality Act 2010. Therefore, it is not a ‘protected’
characteristic in terms of legislation. However, many people believe this is the most
significant basis for disadvantage in the UK.

Saturday, 3rd June 2017

Sunday, 4th June 2017
Multifaith today: Pentecost (Christian)
Christians celebrate the day when the Holy Spirit is said to have descended on
Jesus's Apostles

Monday, 5th June 2017

‘Socio-economic’ equality (or inequality)... The barriers
People in deprived areas may have particular difficulties in communicating
because of things such as:





Living on estates that do not always receive local publications
Lack of access to IT – the ‘digital divide’
Lower literacy levels
Limited social interaction outside their immediate area because of transport
links, higher unemployment, poor health and low incomes

Tuesday, 6th June 2017

‘Socio-economic’ equality (or inequality)... In the media
Social Mobility and Child Poverty Commission ‘State of the Nation 2015’ report
(Equality and Diversity Forum, 2016)
The Social Mobility and Child Poverty Commission published its annual State of the
Nation Report in December 2015. State of the Nation 2015: Social Mobility and Child
Poverty in Great Britain identifies ‘some signs of progress but they do not nearly go
far enough or fast enough to address the gulf between the divided Britain of the
present and the One Nation Britain we aspire to become’.

Wednesday, 7th June 2017

‘Socio-economic’ equality (or inequality)... In the media
Poor support failing most vulnerable young people, say MPs (BBC, 2015)
Too many of the most vulnerable young people in England are "cut adrift when they
need help the most", says the head of a powerful committee of MPs... ...Some 41%
of 19-year-old care leavers were not in education, employment or training in 2014
compared with 15% of the age group as a whole, says the report.
Reminder: In one week – World Blood Donor Day (14/6)

Thursday, 8th June 2017

‘Socio-economic’ equality (or inequality)... Inspection
Inspectors will discuss the achievement of different groups of learners, such as those
previously eligible for free school meals, young people in care, those eligible for
high-needs funding and disabled learners or those with special educational needs.

Friday, 9th June 2017

‘Socio-economic’ equality (or inequality)... Risk of NEET indicators
Do you use RONIs? RONI is short for ‘Risk of NEET Indictors’. This can help individuals
that could become ‘Not in Employment, Education or Training’ in the future. Some
providers use a RONI Indicator Survey and explain that the purpose of this is to
ensure tutors are aware of any situation that can affect a learner’s ability to
complete the course, and make the necessary support available.

Saturday, 10th June 2017

Sunday, 11th June 2017
Multifaith today: Trinity Sunday (Christian)
Christians celebrate the belief in three aspects of the one God – Father, Son and
Holy Spirit

Monday, 12th June 2017

‘Socio-economic’ equality (or inequality)... Monitoring
Monitoring enrolments by post code is one indicator that FE providers use as an
indicator of learner backgrounds.
What other strategies does your organisation use to monitor participation, retention
and success in relation to learner background? How can you support this?

Reminder: In one week – The start of ‘Refugee Week’ (19/6)

Tuesday, 13th June 2017

‘Socio-economic’ equality... Good practice identified by Ofsted
Outstanding support for disadvantaged learners: Roots and Shoots Limited
This example demonstrates how the provider uses available resources, particularly
community groups and volunteers, to offer individualised and rigorous programmes
that help disadvantaged young learners gain skills, self-respect and the possibility of
future employment. Find out more at:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/outstanding-support-fordisadvantaged-learners

Reminders:
In one week - World Refugee Day (20/6)
In approximately one month - World Population Day (11/7)

Wednesday, 14th June 2017

Today is... ‘World Blood Donor Day’
Every year, on 14th June, countries around the world celebrate World Blood Donor
Day. The event raises awareness of the need for safe blood and blood products
and to thank voluntary unpaid blood donors for their life-saving gifts of blood.
More details at: http://www.who.int/campaigns/en/

Thursday, 15th June 2017
Multifaith today: Corpus Christi (Christian)
Celebrated by Christians on the Thursday after Trinity Sunday

‘Socio-economic’ equality... Good practice identified by Ofsted
Provision for young people aged 14 to 19 not in education, employment or training:
Fareham College
A project offering job-related vocational and occupational training opportunities in
the local area to reduce the number of young people not in education,
employment or training (NEET). Find out more at:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/learning-for-young-people-not-ineducation-or-employment

Friday, 16th June 2017
Multifaith today: Martyrdom of Guru Arjan Dev (Sikh)
The fifth of the ten Sikh Gurus and the first Sikh martyr

‘Socio-economic’ equality... Good practice identified by Ofsted
Highbury College has developed a wide range of additional curriculum provision
and support for vulnerable students and those from under-represented groups.
Extensive partnerships and personalised learning have resulted in outstanding
success rates for these learners.
Reminder: In one week - National Women in Engineering Day (23/6)

Saturday, 17th June 2017

Sunday, 18th June 2017

Monday, 19th June 2017

Today is... The start of ‘Refugee Week’
Refugee Week takes place every year across the world in the week around World
Refugee Day on the 20th June. In the UK, Refugee Week is a nationwide programme
of arts, cultural and educational events that celebrate the contribution of refugees
to the UK, and encourages a better understanding between communities.
It started in 1998 as a direct reaction to hostility in the media and society in general
towards refugees and asylum seekers. An established part of the UK’s cultural
calendar, Refugee Week is now one of the leading national initiatives working to
counter this negative climate, defending the importance of sanctuary and the
benefits it can bring to both refugees and host communities.
For more information visit: http://refugeeweek.org.uk/
Tomorrow is ‘World Refugee Day’. You may also be interested in ‘International
Migrants’ Day’ which takes place on 18/12.
Reminder: In approximately one month - World Day for International Justice (17/7)

Tuesday, 20th June 2017

Today is... ‘World Refugee Day’
A “Refugee” is a person who is recognised by the government as having a fear of
being persecuted in their country for reasons of Race, Religion, Nationality,
Membership (of a particular group), Political Opinion. Refugees can apply for British
Citizenship after 5 years.
An “Asylum Seeker” is someone who is waiting for the government to decide if they
are regarded as a refugee (note - not all refugees have been Asylum Seekers).
More details at: www.un.org/en/events/refugeeday/

Wednesday, 21st June 2017
Multifaith today: Summer Solstice or Midsummer (Pagan)
Pagans celebrate Midsummer or Litha, which means 'standing
still of the sun'. It is the longest day of the year

Learner Voice... Ofsted and inspection
Learners’ views are central to inspection. It is therefore important that all learners
have the opportunity to express their views to inspectors. This also applies to
employers and any other key stakeholders. Inspectors will consider the views of
learners, parents and carers, and employers as part of the risk assessment process.
They will do this before the inspection and during the inspection.

Thursday, 22nd June 2017

Learner Voice... In the media
How to give students with learning difficulties a voice (TES FE, 2016)
Back in April 2015, Robin Ferguson, an FE learner studying for a traineeship at
Derwen College, stood on stage at the NUS students’ union annual conference in
front of a 1,000-strong audience. His three-minute speech was punctuated by
spontaneous applause from the crowd and when he finished, they responded with
a standing ovation. Everyone in the audience was aware that they were watching
a moment in history unfold before them... Ferguson’s address was all the more
powerful because he has Down’s syndrome.

Friday, 23rd June 2017

Today is... 'National Women in Engineering Day’
Set up by the Women’s Engineering Society to celebrate its 95th anniversary, the
aim is to celebrate the work that women do in engineering, and to showcase the
great engineering careers that are available for girls.
Find out more, including what you can do, at: http://www.nwed.org.uk/
Reminder: This summer - Pride Events

Saturday, 24th June 2017

Sunday, 25th June 2017
Multifaith today: Ratha Yatra (Hindu)
Means 'chariot festival' and is a Hindu festival traditionally celebrated in Orissa State
on the east coast of India
Eid-al-Fitr (Muslim)
Marks the end of the month-long fast during the Islamic month of Ramadan

Monday, 26th June 2017

Learner Voice... Ofsted’s ‘Learner View’
Ofsted use the online system ‘Learner View’ enabling them to get a quick and
accurate feel of learners views. Some inspections provoke a huge response.
Find out more at: http://learnerview.ofsted.gov.uk/

Tuesday, 27th June 2017

Learner Voice... Provider good practice example
Chesterfield College shared an initiative they used to listen to the learner voice. An
“Equality Booth” was set up in a prominent place and learners could go in and give
their opinions on any equality matter at any time. The process was simple and
effective - go into booth, express yourself appropriately, celebrate your individuality,
press button!

Wednesday, 28th June 2017

Learner Voice... Provider good practice project
Wolverhampton Adult Education Service: Learners Interactive Views and Evaluation
This project aimed to improve learner feedback, support and access to information,
and to diversify opportunities to hear the Learner’s Voice. Literacy and language
barriers had been two noticeable factors and the service was keen to improve
quality and accessibility of data on learner views via digital technologies.
Find out more at: http://www.excellencegateway.org.uk/content/eg6189

Thursday, 29th June 2017

Learner Voice... Provider good practice project
Trans-engagement, participation and well-being
(Blackpool Council Adult, Community and Family Learning)
This project enabled the voice of transgender people to be heard in the
development of adult and community learning. Transgender learners conducted
qualitative research into attitudes and behaviours by staff and fellow learners and
agreed recommendations based on these findings, which they disseminated to
help develop trans-friendly practice in the adult learning community.
Find out more at: http://www.equalitiestoolkit.com/content/trans-engagement

Friday, 30th June 2017

Learner Voice and communication... Good practice identified by Ofsted
Communication and consultation with children and young people with learning
disabilities (Bridges Resource Centre)
This example illustrates flexible and effective approaches in relation to
communicating and consulting with children and young people with learning
disabilities and a complex mixture of communication difficulties.
The Centre Manager explains: ‘Understanding why and how young people present
in a certain way is really important to enable you to realise what they are trying to
tell you. Sometimes our young people can be very challenging in their behaviour,
but we train all our staff to understand that behaviour is communication.
Find out more at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/communicatingwith-children-and-young-people-with-learning-disabilities

My notes:

